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signer Grasselli, his companion. In 1890 he reached
the Dufour-Spitze, Monte Rosa, being the first to cross
the Zumstein Peak. This ascent he described in the
Bulletin of the Italian Alpine Club, of which he was a
member.
We were often together in these excursions, and I
never saw a stronger or more enthusiastic climber, He
constantly carried with him his prayer-book, and would
occasionally rest and read a few sentences from it.
What was more extraordinary to rne was his perfect calm
in difficult moments. I remember once on the Glacier
of Paradiso, our guide fell into a crevasse and would have
perished there had it not been for the presence of mind,
skill and strength with which Ratti held the ropes, and,
little by little, succeeded in drawing the guide back to
safety. Even at the age of fifty he did some good
climbs, but then he went to Rome, far away from his
beloved Alps. I remember that when he left Milan in
1913 I said to him; "You are going away with a black hat,
and will return with a red hat, and in time you will
arrive at the white hat" His only reply was: 'This is a
tremendous prophecy"*
Ever since he has been Pope, Cardinal Ratti has
remembered his great hobby of climbing. He remembered
that his last important ascent was that of Grigna Sep-
tentuonale in 1913, and having referred to this he con-
tinued, when addressing the Guardia de Finanza in
December 1930; "You true sons are very particularly
welcome because your military formation and your duties
as Guardia de Finanza bring back to our mind old relations
and old friendships. We have very frequently met the
Guardia de Finanza, the soldiers of order and economy*